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[Lake Inawashiro meets the international standards for registration under the Ramsar Convention.
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A wetland should be considered internationally important if it contains a
representative, rare, or unique example of a natural or near-natural
wetland type found within the appropriate biogeographic region.
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Lake Inawashiro was formed when a river was dammed by an eruption of Mt.
Bandai in a basin created by the subsidence of an area sandwiched between
two geological faults.

The lake sits at an elevation of 514 meters above sea level, and has a
maximum depth of 94 meters and a surface area of approximately 10,300
hectares (103 square kilometers), making it the fourth largest lake in Japan.
The natural purification effect produced by the inflow of strongly acidic
rivers maintains the lake's high water quality relative to its size, giving it
exceptional clarity and earning it the nickname Tenkyo-ko, meaning
“Heavenly Mirror Lake." It has the rare distinction of being one of the
cleanest lakes in Japan in terms of its pristine water quality.
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JLHE 3 (criterion3)

ﬁ%@i%ﬂﬂﬂlﬁka‘o 5 i%%%ﬁ@%ﬁ%kﬁ% &ﬁbk%ﬁ@ﬂﬁlﬂiﬁ %
ZATWHipi
A wetland should be considered internationally important if it supports

populations of plant and/or animal species important for maintaining the
biological diversity of a particular biogeographic region.
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Among the flora and fauna found in and around Lake Inawashiro, 333 species
(including 170 animal species, 50 aquatic species, and 113 terrestrial species) are
classified as species subject to assessment for inclusion on the IUCN Red List.
Among these, the Ministry of the Environment's Red List includes six species
classified as CR (Critically Endangered), five species as EN (Endangered), 21
species as VU (Vulnerable), and 32 species as NT (Near Threatened).

In particular, the clusters of mizu-sugigoke (sphagnum moss), also known as
hiroha-susukigoke (Marsh Forklet-moss), found in Lake Inawashiro have been
designated as a National Natural Monument under the name “Lake Inawashiro's
Marsh Forklet-moss community” and the lake is an important wetland that
supports a diverse population of animal and plant species.
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JLHE 6 (criterion6)
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A wetland should be considered internationally important if it regularly
supports 1% of the individuals in a population of one species or
subspecies of waterbird.
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Lake Inawashiro is one of the most important wintering grounds for tundra swans in Japan.

Tundra swans breed in the tundra regions of northern Eurasia and migrate during the winter from
the Caspian Sea region, such as southern England, the Netherlands, and Denmark to temperate
regions of a similar latitude, such as Japan.

The population of tundra swans that flies to Lake Inawashiro is the Japan/Korea non-breeding
population. It is the only population that lives in Japan and the Korean Peninsula, and it consists of
approximately 450 individuals, which accounts for 1% of the total population.

The rice fields around Lake Inawashiro are ideal for tundra swans and other migrating waterfowl, as
fallen rice grains left behind after harvesting provide food for them in winter. The average number

of tundra swans visiting Lake Inawashiro between 2020 and 2024 greatly exceeded the above number,
confirming that the lake is a wetland that can support this population on a regular basis.

A wetland should be considered internationally important if it supports populations of plant and/or animal species
important for maintaining the biological diversity of a particular biogeographic region.
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Of the species of plants and animals that live in and around Lake Inawashiro, an orchid called the oninoyagara (Gastrodia elata), a
bird called the kashiradaka (rustic bunting), and a fish called the tanago (Japanese bitterling) are listed as VU (Vulnerable) on the
IUCN Red List.

In addition, the tanago is also listed as EN (Endangered) on the Ministry of the Environment's Red List, indicating that Lake
Inawashiro is an important wetland that supports endangered species.

A wetland should be considered internationally important if it supports plant and/or animal species at a critical stage
in their life cycles, or provides refuge during adverse conditions.
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The asaza, or fringed water lily, is a species of floating acquatic leaf plant that mainly grows in lakes and ponds and along waterways.

The northern waters of Lake Inawashiro provide an ideal environment for this asaza, and the absence of strong waves due to freezing in

winter is considered conducive to the formation of large populations of this species.
Lake Inawashiro plays an important role as a wetland that provides a sheltered environment where plants such as the asaza can thrive.



