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We are honored to return this aircraft fragment to Japanese soil as a symbolic coming home for
the pilot of this aircraft and for all those who went to war and never returned.

This aircraft aluminum alloy fragment comes from the right wing section that detached from the
aircraft upon impact, on April 11, 1945, during the battle for Okinawa. This and other pieces of
the aircraft were later recovered by members of USS Missouri’s crew and kept as keepsakes of

| their wartime service.

Nagaoka City, who suffered the devastating horrors of war and found a way to translate their
shared experience and their obligation for remembrance into an expression of incredible beauty,
inspires the world to recognize our shared humanity and the potential for peaceful coexistence.

As an example of this potential, every year Nagaoka City provides the opportunity, in
collaboration with the Battleship Missouri Memorial, the USS Arizona Memorial, The Pacific
Aviation Museum, The Admiral Yamamoto Isoroku Memorial Museum, the Nyozezo Museum
and the Nagaoka War Damage Exhibit Hall, for students from Nagaoka City to come to Hawaii
to learn more about the history and the impact of World War II and to participate in a special
peace symposium.

It is especially meaningful to offer this physical reminder of war’s experience to the Nagaoka
War Damage Exhibit Hall in remembrance of all those who were lost to us during World War I1.
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Michael Weidenbach
Curator/Historian
Battleship Missouri Memorial

63 Cowpens Street ® Honolulu, Hawaii 96818 @ Ph: (808) 455-1600 @ Fax: (808) 455-1598 @ www.ussmissouri.org

“The USS Missouri Memorial Association is dedicated to preserving the Battleship Missouri and sharing her story and place in history”.
USS Missouri Memorial Association is not supported with government funding. It is a Hawaii-based 501(c)3 non-profit designated by the
Navy as caretaker of the Battleship Missouri.
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